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Advisorõs Note: New Era of Titan Echo 

Journalists Take the Reigns  
 This year marks our schoolõs fifth year in service. That mile-

stone also marks the fifth year that the Titan Echo has been in 

publication. Since that time, the Echo put out 15 issues. Thatõs 

210 pages of original journalism that was conceived, re-

searched, written, edited and published by our students. In 

totality, 15,000 copies were put into circulation. Furthermore, 

we estimate that our stories and content have informed more 

than 10,000 readers on campus and beyond. Equally notable 

are the countless hours of enriching experience our students 

gained in the process.     

 However, the founding staff and first wave of student jour-

nalists that created those groundbreaking issues have graduat-

ed and new era of journalists has claimed the reigns.   

 Junior Angie Sanchez becomes the Titan Echoõs fifth editor-

in-chief. Sophomore and Campus Editor Jillian Deuel is waiting 

in the wing to take over next year. Sophomore Rodri Smith re-

turns and has been promoted to sports and photo editor. Big 

shoes to fill!  

 Our newest staff members are sophomores Raeleene Wil-

bur and Lillayana Rodriguez, promising writers that excelled in 

the Journalism I class last year. Kylee Sanchez (2017), Jack 

Garrison (2018), and Isabel Zaragoza (2020) round out the 

staff. They are all the new stewards of your publication. 

 Angie and the staff have already redesigned the cover, add-

ed and deleted new sections (sorry gamers), and rethought the 

delivery method. This new era of Titan Echo writers are making 

the paper their own. I personally look forward to witnessing 

their rise with the acknowledgement that they will also occa-

sionally fall.  Journalism is a tough job.       

 However, the commitment they possess to inform our cam-

pus is equal to their predecessors if not stronger. So, keep 

reading or you might miss the buzz.  

Debates Showcased 

A Surreal Election 
By Angie Sanchez (2018), Editor-in-Chief  

After serving two terms in office, it is time for President 

Obama to bid farewell to the presidency, and almost time 

for us to welcome a new president. Hillary Clinton 

(democrat) and Donald Trump (republican) were the 

nominees at the time this editorial was written. By the 

time you are reading this, the election will be finalized.   

 This election season proved to be a somewhat comi-

cal year for politicians, voters, and onlookers. Clinton and 

Trump appeared to be tied with the amount of support-

ers, and it was difficult to tell who will triumph over the 

harsh criticism along with the heated debates. 

 Clintonõs and Trumpõs debates were the subjects of 

ridicule, praise, and unshakeable concern. The first de-

bate set the premise for the following ones, and it was on 

Sep. 26 that the American people caught a glimpse of 

one of our future presidentõs immorality. Under pressure,  

the personas of Clinton and Trump came out. But, it was 

not until the second debate that they gave debates a 

new meaning. It began with a head nod rather than a 

handshake and a baffled and possibly agitated Anderson 

Cooper (who was drained by the end of the debate as he 

was caught drinking on camera after it ended).   

 Trumpõs denial of misconduct allegations in the elec-

tion did not sit well with the audience alongside Clintonõs 

infamous email situation. Both candidates had yet to 

convince the audience of their innocence from accusa-

tions, and it is safe to say that they may never fully con-

vince our nation. 

 The last and final debate was perhaps the most inter-

esting from talk of abortion to Putin to Obamacare. Just 

as the nominees were about to end their debate, an au-

dience member had a rather odd request for Clinton and 

Trump. They were asked what they respect about one 

another. Clinton took initiative and tactfully responded by 

circling Trump, and said she respected his children. By 

doing so, she avoided any possible praise of Trump. For-

tunately, Trump took it as a compliment. He took a differ-

ent and surprising approach from Clinton and responded 

by saying he respected how she was ònot a quitteró and 

one who does not give up- nothing more or less. These 

forced niceties ended the last debate.     

 This election season was an interesting one as it ap-

pears to be that Clinton and Trump  had a strenuous time 

managing ethical crisis and defending themselves, rather 

than addressing issues important to voters. 

 Many people have taken to creating òmemesó and it 

has been an easy election to follow, even for kids. In the 

words of Hillary Clinton, òThis is not an ordinary time.. 

And this is not an ordinary election.ó  Yes mam.  

 

* This editorial was written one week prior to voting day. 



 

 In addition, tardies per peri-

od decreased to numbers in the 

single digits, Mr. Burner report-

ed.        

 òWe are pleased with the 

results,ó he declared, smiling, 

when asked to comment about 

the policyõs success rate. 

 While the tardy sweeps are 

a big triumph for school offi-

cials, they have had an adverse 

effect on most studentsõ atti-

tudes.       

 Cedric Robinson (2018) 

gave his views on the policy 

saying, òI think it's unaccepta-

ble. If you have to go to the 

bathroom and the bell rings, 

you'll be caught in the tardy 

sweep. They should give us 

more time.ó 

 Adrian Uvilladoõs (2017) 

opinion shed light on both sides 

of the subject, òItõs fair for the 

administration because they 

have to deal with all the tardies. 

At the same time, itõs inconven-

ient. They shouldnõt make the 

tardy policy for everyone. Most 

of us put effort into making it to 

class on time. They should fo-

cus on kids who are always tar-

dy.ó 

 Despite the opposing views 

between administration and 

students regarding the tardy 

sweeps, they will remain in ef-

fect until further notice. 

 òYou donõt have to worry 

about the policy if youõre in 

class on time,õõ said Mr. Burner. 

In the meantime, halls will con-

tinue to be whirling with stu-

dents whose sole goal is to be 

prompt and punctual in order to 

avoid consequences such as 

detentions and loss of privileg-

es.   
Graphics by Jillian Deuel 
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New Tardy Sweep Policy Sends Students 

Swarming 

By Jillian Deuel (2019), Cam-

pus Editor 

TITAN TOWN - Hallways at-

Grand Terrace High School 

are bustling after the imple-

mentation of a firm tardy poli-

cy this school year.    

 The new policy which took 

effect Aug. 15, is reducing 

student tardies and disgrun-

tling students in the process. 

Daily tardy sweeps each peri-

od, (excluding first and fourth) 

and disciplinary measures for 

repeat offenders are proving 

to be effective, as many stu-

dents are scrambling to get to 

class to avoid being òswept 

up.ó 

 Titans who attended GTHS 

in past school years are famil-

iar with tardy sweeps, but not 

to this extent. Previously, tar-

dy sweeps were fairly uncom-

mon, with a few arbitrary ones 

per week. Presently, they are 

an unavoidable and unfavora-

ble part of every studentõs 

school routine. 

 Students may wonder how 

the new tardy sweep policy 

came to be. After a drop in the 

average attendance rate for 

the 2015-16 school year 

alarmed school administra-

tors, it was decided it was 

time to take action. 

 The average attendance 

rate two years ago was 95.57 

percent, according to Assis-

tant Principal Chris Burner. 

Only one year later (last year), 

that number fell to 94.9 per-

cent, much to the dismay of 

school officials. To put this 

data in perspective, there 

were a total of 52,579 tardies 

recorded last year, Mr. Burner 

stated. Once the tardy policy 

was put into effect in August 

the average attendance rate 

increased to  96.43%.   

Changes in Attendance from past years 

and August 2016, the month the new 

tardy policy was implemented.     
 Source: Assistant Principalõs Office  

A student dashes toward the A Building after jumping a 

small wall to avoid the tardy sweep in August. Photo by 

Jillian Deuel 


